
 

 

 

March 26, 2019 

 

Dear Friends: 

We are pleased to invite you to the 10th Annual Meeting of the Girl Scouts of Greater Mississippi.  The meeting will be held on 

Saturday, April 27, 2019, at the Kahlmus Center- MSU Meridian Campus located at 1000 Highway 19 North, Meridian, 

Mississippi.  Registration will begin at 9:00 a.m.   The business meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m.  

During this year’s meeting, we will present the recommended distribution of members of the Board Development Committee 

and Board of Directors into classes under the Proviso for the new Bylaws and vote on the slate to fill positions that will be 

open.  For your review, attached please find your delegate packet including the following items: 

 2019 Annual Meeting Agenda 

 Registration Link  - or – Manual Form 

 Slate of Nominees for Board of Directors, Board Development Committee 

 Meeting Minutes from 2018 Annual Meeting and Special Meeting 

 Standing Rules for the Meeting 

Other supplemental information is available on the council website (http://www.gsgms.org/en/our-council/governance.html) 

such as Audited Financial Statements FYE 9/30/18, Form 990, Bylaws and other reference material. 

There will be a brief conference call to review delegate responsibilities and processes. The call is scheduled for Tuesday 

evening, April 16th from 5:30 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. and is designed for new delegates - although all delegates are welcome to 

join us! The phone number and passcode for the meeting is 1-800-220-9875, Passcode: 12145344#.  If you have any questions 

regarding delegate responsibilities, please contact Sarah Edwards at sedwards@gsgms.org.   

Immediately following our annual meeting, we will honor our dedicated volunteers and present awards at our Annual 

Volunteer Recognition Luncheon.  We hope that you will join us in expressing a sincere “thank you” to all of our volunteers 

that are at the heart of the Girl Scout movement.  You may register for this event at the same time that you register for the 

Annual Meeting. 

For volunteers and voting members that plan to arrive in Meridian on Friday, April 26, there will be opportunities to mingle 

and socialize with other volunteers and staff members at the Holiday Inn located at 100 North Frontage Road, Meridian, MS.  

From 4 – 6pm there will be a reception in the lobby of the Holiday Inn.  Supper will be on your own from 6 – 8pm, and then 

there will be a Game Night social from 8 – 10pm in the lobby.  For those who would like to stay at the Holiday Inn, the council 

has a special rate for a block of rooms.  You may call the hotel and give the reservation code of GSM (601.693.0160) to take 

advantage of the special rate.   

As you review the information included in this Delegate Packet, we would like to share some of the accomplishments and 

major projects that the council has been working hard toward for the betterment of the Girl Scouts of Greater Mississippi.   

 Our Council was recognized by GSUSA for membership growth for the 4th year in a row. 

 Girl Scouts of Greater Mississippi was named one of the Top Mississippi Non-Profits for 2018 by the Mississippi 

Business Journal. 

 Little Brownie Bakers recognized GSGMS for Consecutive Years of Growth from 2016-2018 and for selling over a 

million boxes of cookies. 

 The Council increased membership of the Juliette Gordon Low Society, which is made up of individuals that pledge to 

support Girl Scouting through special designation in their estate planning. 
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 The Civitans again graciously partnered with GSGMS to provide needed improvements to Camp Iti Kana, including the 

addition of restrooms at the lake and a new rustic unit. 

 Several maintenance projects to our properties were completed (roofing, painting, repairs, resurfacing, equipment). 

 Excellent fiscal operations were maintained and we ended the year strong financially.  We had another “clean” audit 

report from our auditors for the 8th consecutive year. 

 Property in Meridian no longer in use was sold to another non-profit organization with proceeds designated for 

improvements at our camp properties. 

 Several foundation grants and corporate gifts were received to help us with our STEAM programming and to help 

serve girls in our in-school settings. 

 Our retail shops were again recognized by GSUSA as having met three of the four GSUSA’s goals for the year.  These 

goals indicate engagement in program offerings. 

 More opportunities for older girl activities are available through our own programming, as well as program partners. 

 Staff turnover was 10.3% annually, which is well below the national average for non-profits.  The average tenure for 

our staff members is 5 years.   

 GSGMS held volunteer conferences, committee meetings, and regional roundtable meetings to promote cooperative 

planning efforts among volunteers, staff and board members. 

 We had a successful campaign for Early Bird registrations with fun filled events and troop rewards, including a free 

“End of Summer” event at each camp. 

 

If you would like clarification on any of these listed, please feel free to contact Sarah Edwards, COO (601.326.5645 or 

sedwards@gsgms.org), Pam Britt, CFO (601.326.5651 or pbritt@gsgms.org), or Becky Traweek, CEO (601.326.5656 or 

btraweek@gsgms.org) to discuss further.  They are happy to help you understand the full scope of these activities and 

accomplishments in relation to the entire council and its future. 

You, as a voting member, are essential to the governance of our council, and your vote on issues of importance to the council 

is critical.  We look forward to welcoming you to the Annual Meeting.  Thank you for furthering the continuation of our 

mission, to build girls of courage, confidence and character who make the world a better place.  And once again, please do 

not hesitate to call with questions or concerns, or if we may be of assistance to you and the girls we serve together. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Gloria Johnson, Board Chair 
Becky Traweek, CEO  


